LANGLEY SECONDARY PAC MINUTES

NOVEMBER 08, 2010

Called to order @ 7:03pm

IN ATTENDANCE: Bruce Northway, Charlotte Simpson, Kara Mazer, Tracie Northway, Bruce McCloy, Joanne Zanusso, Roxanne Bubb, Clare Speirs, Tammi Rachmat, Rosemary Wallace, Vicki Krell
Motion to accept minutes from previous PAC meeting on October 18, 2010: M/S/C.
Motion to accept the Agenda: M/S/C.
PRINCIPAL’S REPORT: Dawne Tomlinson

- Flood update – Work is ongoing.
- Halloween Dance was awesome, higher level of dance, music great, students well behaved.
- Grad Cruise – 250 students, very good engagement of grade 12s this year.  They are organizing movie night, candy grams & elf auction as fundraisers.  There was lots of dancing & fun on the cruise.

- Parent/Teacher night went well with 500 bookings.
- Oct 19th @ lunch hour – anti bullying – 1 day training, 2 counsellors running it.  Anti harassment in grade 9 & 10 curriculum.

- Japanese students – 41 girls visiting from Kichijo.  They spent Tuesday in school learning art & lacrosse.  They engaged with student buddies.  This is a great fundraiser for the school.

- Assembly for Remembrance Day being planned.
- Post Secondary Evening Nov. 18th – Speakers coming, information on the various paths for students (university, college, trades), cost information.  Information has gone out to all parents/students, not just the grade 12s.

- Bridges evening Nov 23rd – Working on putting this evening together at HDSMS
- Choir evening - @ Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran Church.

- Question/Answer – LFA’s theatre fire is a result of vandalism.  Seats were set on fire night before Halloween.  Out of service until @ least January.  The district is covered by insurance.

PRESIDENT’S REPORT – Bruce Northway

- Helped out at Halloween dance.  It went well, however exiting needs improvement with lots of kids leaving at the same time.
VICE PRESIDENT’S REPORT – Tammy Rachmat

- Passed along to Principal the township recreation passes for students.

- Looking into 100 tickets for education fare held @ PNE.

- Mail – internet banking information.
SECRETARY’S REPORT – Roxanne Bubb

No report

DPAC REP REPORT – Bruce McCloy
- Notes attached – DPAC meeting Oct 27th notes
TREASURER – Bonnie Kilistoff – absent but provided reports
- Presented Proposed General Budget for 2010-2011: M/S/C.
- Presented Gaming Grant Fund Requests 2010-2011: M/S/C.
- Talked about general revenue funds, should we spend or save for a large item.  School would like a new outdoor sign for $25,000.  Perhaps LSS could share in the cost &/or get a 3rd party sponsor (Langley city or township)?

- Suggestion of money being set aside ready for student competitions.

- Motion made to have $5,000 of general funds at this time, more possibly later, be put toward a new school sign and have it matched by other groups in the community.  M/S/C.

SCHOOL PLANNING COUNCIL

- Talked more about the goals, discussion about cohorts
- Science 10 is key indicator for grade 12 outcomes.

- Goals & strategies – school forum & student involvement, already showing signs of success.
- Discussion around leadership program.  Some students don’t want to be graded.
- Grade 9 success package implemented in 1st block is working well.  It is Avid structured and is getting students grounded.

OLD BUSINESS

- Christmas Craft Fair – Nov 27th from 9 to 3 - advertised through the Langley Advance every weekend. 45 tables have been booked, possibility for 55.  Volunteers needed for signage, set up/decorating, concession.  Poster distributed to parents to be put up on notice boards around Langley.  Chance for students to earn volunteer hours. 
- Notice of motions from DPAC Executive & LSS Pac (in DPAC report attached) M/S/C.
- Community Round Table Report:
 - Focuses on engagement of staff & students


 - Survey will be a template


 - Idea to broaden council to include city council, post secondary, chamber of  
 
   commerce


  - establishing bridges


  - there is a need to encourage students to come to LSS – strategies are visiting 
  
    schools, promoting bank, fine arts, etc. 


   - Statement has been established, rough draft as follows: The Community Round Table at Langley Secondary School is a body representative of the school community. Currently it is structured to include two representatives from each of the following school community groups: teachers, CUPE staff, parents, students and administration.  The purpose of the Community Round Table is to discuss issues and ideas around school community improvement in a collaborative manner.  It is not a decision-making body, but rather a think-tank whose focus this year is on improving engagement and bridges within the Langley Secondary family of schools and the broader community.  Student engagement is key to improving student achievement.  Bridges are key to the future success for our Langley Secondary family of schools and our community.
NEW BUSINESS
- Boys Senior Soccer is second in the province right now.  They will be going to the provincials.

- BCCPAC Conference – AGM conference this year is having an extra meeting to deal with the constitution.  Motions put forward are to delete the constitution along with the bylaws and be completely redone.
Motion made to give up our proxy to DPAC, to make decision on our behalf, via Tracey Wright. M/S/C.
Time & date of next meeting is January 10th, 2011.
Meeting adjourned 8:55pm.
Attachments: # 1
Langley DPAC Meeting – October 27, 2010

Held at LFSA

Motion #1 and #2 were tabled as some PACs have not yet had the opportunity to debate them – these will be voted on at the next meeting (November 24).

Superintendent’s Report:

1. School Readiness and Early Childhood Initiatives 

a. Outlined report and value to the district when making decisions regarding allocation of resources

2. Question and answer period

a. All day Kindergarten – will the same resources for starting new all day Ks be available again for September 2011 as they were this year – the Superintendent believed that the same resources would be available as the district moves to fully implementing all day K

Executive Report Highlights:

1. PAC vote on last month’s motion regarding asking the Ministry for removal of all Trustees and replacing by a Ministry appointed Trustee – was discussed

2. PAC Finance / Treasurer workshop options – either Saturday November 20 @ 9:00 am or Friday November 26 @ 7:00 pm – all parents are welcome to attend – let the DPAC treasurer know which date works better for you treasurer@langleydpac.ca
3. DPAC Executive has divided up the District and created Liaisons.  The following is a list:

	· Jen Brett  Alice Brown, Belmont, Stafford, Uplands 

· Jeff Miller  James Hill, Simonds, Blacklock, Nicomekl 

· Candy Ashdown  Douglas Park, Brookswood, Wix Brown, Parkside, Aldergrove Sec. 

· Bruce Northway  Willoughby, RC Garnett, Langley Meadows, LSS/LEC 

· Darlene Marno  Walnut Grove Secondary, James Kennedy, Alex Hope, Fundamental Elementary 

· Tracy Wright  West Langley, Topham, LFA, Fort Langley Elem. 

· Ellen Delgan  Peterson Road, DW Poppy, North Otter, Coghlan 

· Megan Dykeman-Porohowski  Lochiel U-Connect, Glenwood, Noel Booth, Shortreed, Betty Gilbert 

· Bernice Kristoff-Trowell  R.E. Mountain, Dorothy Peacock, Gordon Greenwood elementary, Fundamental Middle/Senior 

Old Business

1. Conversation about Bill 33 – the number of classes in the district that break Bill 33 requirements are over double what they were last year.

2. SPC seminar – coming up soon – will be posted on the DPAC website

3. BCCPAC Extraordinary meeting – will be a vote on the constitution – see motion below

New Business

1. Notice of Motion from LSS PAC regarding the creation of a District Community Round Table 

2. Request for monthly updates to DPAC regarding the new direction as outlined by the Ministry documents on Personalized Learning (August 19, 2010)  and the Century 21 Learning Initiative

Personalized Learning: http://www.bcssa.org/powerpoints/SLA2010/MoE-SLA2010.htm
Century 21 Learning Initiative: http://www.bced.gov.bc.ca/dist_learning/21century_learning.htm
Other Information pertaining to DPAC – please check: http://www.langleydpac.ca/
TABLED MOTIONS – ALREADY VOTED ON BY LSS PAC

Motion put forward by the executive derived from the last General Meeting: #1

Whereas at the September 2010 Langley Board of Education public meeting the Board required the public to write down its questions for question period and pass them to a Langley School District employee to be read out;

And whereas these public meetings are the only time people have the opportunity to question the Board in its entirety in public;

And whereas this employee refused to read some of the questions thereby limiting the public’s democratic right to question the Board;

And whereas the employee couldn’t read some of the questions due to the inability to read some people’s handwriting;

And whereas the written question process also severely limits the public’s ability to ask follow-up questions;

And whereas the Board of Education policy 4003 states "The Board values the input of parents, and supports the establishment of parent organizations, which promote open, two-way communication and cooperation between parents, schools, the School District and the Board";

And therefore the DPAC executive moves that the Langley DPAC request that the verbal question period be reinstated at the next public Board meeting.

Tabled and To be voted on at the November General Meeting.

Motion put forward by the executive derived from the last General Meeting: #2

Whereas the Auditor General has written a report outlining many major areas where the Langley Board of Education needs to improve its performance;

And whereas the Langley Board of education has not brought forward and voted on a motion to implement the report at a public Board meeting;  

Therefore, the DPAC executive moves that the Langley DPAC express to the Langley Board of Education its support for all the recommendations contained in the Auditor General's report;

And therefore the DPAC executive moves that the Langley DPAC request the Langley Board of Education to express its own support for the recommendations through a motion at the next Langley Board of Education public meeting;

And therefore the DPAC executive moves that the Langley DPAC requests the Langley Board of Education to have mechanisms included in the motion that will ensure the implementation of all the Auditor General's recommendations in their entirety, and as soon as possible, with a reporting system in place to pass on to the general public the progress made.

Tabled and To be voted on at the November General Meeting.

LSS MOTION – NOTICE OF MOTION GIVEN AT OCTOBER MEETING

VOTE TO BE HELD AT NOVEMBER MEETING

Motion from LSS :

Whereas the Auditor General’s report indicates that the lack of people working together is a major issue in the Langley school district;

And whereas the Board of Education has already passed a motion supporting the creation of a “Community Round Table” at Langley Secondary School;

And whereas the Langley Secondary School PAC endorses the “Community Round Table” concept, and believes it has been successful in bringing the partner groups and LSS community together in a productive manner;

And whereas the Langley DPAC plays a leadership role within the community;

Therefore the Langley Secondary School PAC moves that the Langley DPAC take on a leadership role in bringing the partner groups of School District #35 together in authentic and productive discussion;

And that the Community Round Table concept be adopted as the structure as outlined in the guidelines of the attached supporting documents;

And that an invitation be extended to all stakeholder groups to provide representative(s) to work as a community under these guidelines towards the end of providing improvements to school district operations in an open and transparent manner.

NEW MOTION FROM BCCPAC – TO BE VOTED ON AT THE UPCOMING BCCPAC EXTRAORDINARY MEETING

Be it resolved:

BCCPAC urge the Ministry of Education to make an amendment to the School Act to update the requirements of school districts in the area of financial reporting from only requiring an annual report (audited financial statements) and an annual budget (an estimate of the district’s debt service or deficit for the next fiscal year) to also require monthly financial reporting be completed by management to be provided to each district’s board of education. The monthly financial reporting shall at a minimum reflect the following:  The current month actual to budgeted expenditures and revenues        The current year to date actual to budgeted comparatives of expenditures and revenues The prior year to date actual and in future years compared to the prior year to date budget 

In addition to the monthly reporting, management should within 90 days of substantial completion of a capital project, should prepare a comparative of the actual amount spent to the projects budgeted amount and to the feasibility study or proposal if applicable.

 Rational for motion:

The current policies under the School Act only require boards of educations to look at the financial information twice a year and this can result in over spending and weak internal controls. This lack of monthly financial reporting is how our district overspent and resulted in an 8.3 Million dollar deficit at the end of the 2008/2009 fiscal year with a further 5.3 Million dollar deficit for the 2009/2010 fiscal year.. The motion reflects a new policy approved by Langley Board of Education for updating this districts financial reporting and we would like a similar policy for all districts in the Province.

To be voted on at the November meeting.http://www.bcssa.org/powerpoints/SLA2010/MoE-SLA2010.htm

	

	


